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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1133

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on State Governnent (originally sponsored by
Representatives Bush, Ogden, Talcott, Buck, D. Schmdt, DeBolt,
McDonal d, Sunp, Parlette, Lanbert, denents, Ronero, Cairnes, Quall
G Chandler, H Somrers, Melke, Koster, OBrien, Sullivan, Thonas,
Bar| ean, Canpbell, Dunn, Milliken, Al exander and Esser)

Read first tine 02/19/1999.

AN ACT Relating to periodically maintaining voter registration
lists; anmendi ng RCW29. 10. 090, 29.10.180, and 29. 10. 040; and addi ng new
sections to chapter 29.10 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW29.10.090 and 1994 c 57 s 41 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

have died.))
In addition to case-by-case nmintenance under RCW 29.10.071 and

29.10. 075 and the general programof maintenance of voter registration
lists under RCW29.10.180, deceased voters will be canceled fromvoter
registration lists as foll ows:

(1) Every nonth, the registrar of vital statistics of the state
shal | prepare a separate list of persons who resided in each county,
for whom a death certificate was transmtted to the registrar and was

not included on a previous list, and shall supply ((sueh—+renrthlyt+ists
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for—each—county—ofthe state,—exelustveof¢citiesofthe fHrst—elass))
the appropriate list to ((the)) each county auditor ((thereef)).

((Fhe)) A county ((auditers)) auditor shall conpare ((sueh+Hsts))
this list wth the registration records and cancel the registrations of
deceased voters wthin at | east forty-five days before the next primary
or election held in the county after the auditor receives the Ilist.

(2) In addition, the county auditor may al so use newspaper obituary
articles as a source of information in order to cancel a voter’s
registration. The auditor nust verify the identity of the voter by
mat ching the voter’s date of birth or an address. The auditor shal
record the date and source of the obituary in the cancell ation records.

(3) In addition ((te—the—abeve—ranner—of—cancelng—+registration
records—of—deceased—voters)), any registered voter nmay sign a
statenment, subject to the penalties of perjury, to the effect that to
his or her personal know edge or belief another registered voter is
deceased. This statenent may be filed with the county auditor. Upon
the recei pt of such signed statenent, the county auditor shall cance
the registration records concerned and so notify the secretary of
state. Upon receipt of such notice, the secretary of state shall in
turn cancel his or her copy of said registration record.

The secretary of state as chief elections officer shall cause such
formto be designed to carry out the provisions of this section. The
county auditors shall have such fornms available for public use.
Further, each such public officer having jurisdiction of an election
shal | make avail abl e a reasonabl e supply of such forns for the use of
the precinct election officers at each polling place on the day of an
el ecti on.

Sec. 2. RCW?29.10.180 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 44 are each anended to read
as follows:

In addition to the case-by-case maintenance required under RCW
29.10.071 and 29.10.075 and the canceling of registrations under RCW
29.10.090, the county auditor shall establish a general program of
voter registration |list maintenance. This program nust be a thorough
review that is applied uniformy throughout the county and nust be
nondi scrimnatory in its application. Any programestablished nust be
conpleted at | east once every two years and not |ater than ninety days
before the date of a primary or general election for federal office.
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The county may fulfill its obligations under this section in one of the
foll ow ng ways:

(1) The county auditor may enter into one or nore contracts with
the United States postal service, or its licensee, which permt the
auditor to use postal service change-of-address information. |[If the
audi tor receives change of address information fromthe United States
postal service that indicates that a voter has changed his or her
resi dence address within the county, the auditor shall transfer the
registration of that voter and send ((ar—acknowedgrent)) a
confirmation notice informng the voter of the transfer to the new
address. |If the auditor receives postal change of address information
indicating that the voter has noved out of the county, the auditor
shall send a confirmation notice to the voter((;—send—the—voter—a
regtstratton—by—+mat—format—theveter snewaddress;)) and advise the
voter of the need to reregister in the new county. The auditor shal
pl ace the voter’s registration on inactive status;

(2) Adirect, nonforwardable, nonprofit or first-class((;—eturni+t
vhdeHverable,—address—ecorreetion—requesteds)) miling to every
regi stered voter within the county bearing the postal endorsenent
"Return Service Requested.” |If address correction information for a
voter is received by the county auditor after this nmailing, the auditor
shal |l place that voter on inactive status and shall send to the voter
a confirmation notice;

(3) Any other nethod approved by the secretary of state.

Sec. 3. RCW29.10.040 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 36 are each anended to read
as follows:

A regi stered voter who changes his or her residence fromone county
to another county, shall be required to register anew. ((Befere

registering—anew-)) The voter shall sign an authorization to cancel his
or her present registration. ((Fhre—authoertzation—shal—be—-oen—-aform

preseribedbythe seeretary—of state by +rule—TFhe)) An authorization
((shalt)) to cancel a voter’s registration nust be forwarded pronptly
to the county auditor of the county in which the voter was previously
regi st ered. The county auditor of the county where the previous
regi stration was nmade shall cancel the registration of the voter if it
appears that the signatures in the registration record and on the
cancel l ati on authorization formwere nade by the sane person.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 29.10 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In addition to the case-by-case cancell ation procedure required in
RCW 29. 10. 040, the county auditor, in conjunction with the office of
the secretary of state, shall participate in an annual |ist maintenance
program desi gned to detect persons registered in nore than one county.
Thi s program nust be applied uniformy throughout the county and nust
be nondi scrimnatory inits application. The programnust be conpl eted
not later than thirty days before the date of a primary or genera
el ecti on.

The office of the secretary of state shall cause to be created a
list of registered voters with the sane date of birth and sim | ar names
who appear on two or nore county lists of registered voters. The
of fice of the secretary of state shall forward this |ist to each county
auditor so that they may properly cancel the previous registration of
voters who have subsequently registered in a different county. The
county auditor of the county where the previous registration was mde
shall cancel the registration of the voter if it appears that the
signatures in the registration and the signature provided to the new
county on the voter’s new registration were nmade by the sane person.
The office of the secretary of state shall adopt rules to facilitate
this process.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 29.10 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The secretary of state shall create a standard electronic file
format (state transfer form to be used for the transfer of voter
regi stration informati on between county auditors and the office of the
secretary of state. The format nust be prescribed by rule and contain
at least the followng information: Voter nane, address, date of
birth, date of registration, nailing address, legislative and
congressional district, and digitized signature inmage. Each county
shall programits voter registration systemto convert this data from

the county’s storage format into the state transfer format. Every
county shall conplete this work by January 1, 2000. Each county may
bill reasonabl e progranm ng costs incurred by it to the office of the

secretary of state by June 1, 2000.

~-- END ---

SHB 1133 p. 4



